
SPRING CONVOCATION 

2017

To call &  
come together



Convocation is both a time of solemn formality and 
celebration. The word ‘convocation’ comes from the 
Latin word ‘convocare,’ which means to call and come 
together. The ceremony dates back to medieval times. 
When the student is presented on stage by faculty, it 
is a sign to the student and society that a degree of 
proficiency has been attained.



Today we celebrate your achievements as graduates of Mount Royal University. 
This is a time to reflect on your accomplishments, appreciate the people who 

helped you and look ahead with anticipation toward the future.

successGRADUATES, WE HONOUR YOUR



journeyTHE EXHILARATING

AHEAD IS YOURS   
               TO DISCOVER



Accepted to MSc program 
studying neuroscience

BSc grad

Engaged to his  
university sweetheart 

(They met in GNED 1201)
BN grad

Working dream job with the nonprofit 
organization she worked for during 
her second work term
BA grad

Volunteered for Team Canada 
at the Paralympic Games

BHPE grad

Moved to South Africa  
to educate citizens about  
the power of being a girl
BCMM grad

Opened the doors to his 
own small business

BBA grad



Graduates’ guests:
We are so happy you could share 
this celebration with us. You are here 
because your encouragement and 
assistance played a pivotal role in our 
students arriving at this day. Please 
know, you are always welcome here. 

Platform Party:
As leaders, your presence is a strong 
signal of support for our graduates as 
they go into the workforce, pursue 
further education and give back to their 
communities as responsible citizens.

Convocation participants  
and volunteers:
Many people, including employees, 
students and alumni, shared their time 
and talents to make today a memorable 
occasion. Thank you for your support. 

welcome



friends
A message from the President
Convocation has always been one of my favourite days of 
the academic year. It is with great pride that I hoist up my 
bagpipes to skirl you in and out with pomp and ceremony. 
Seeing you walk across the stage with that beaming smile, 
and shaking your hand, is rejuvenating. 

Mount Royal University’s vision is to provide an exceptional 
undergraduate educational experience. Your path to graduation 
likely had some unexpected twists and turns. You had times 
when you were thrilled with new ideas, along with moments 
when you just had to grind out that essay in time for the 
deadline. Both ends of the spectrum were and will continue  
to be valuable. 

As well, your path to graduation was more than intellectual. 
Faculty and staff worked hard to create a welcoming place 
where you connected with others and grew in many other 
ways. I hope you take these lessons of respect, health, 
wellness and inclusiveness with you, because your local, 
provincial, national and global communities need responsible, 
engaged citizens.

Admittedly, there is also a tinge of sadness and fear today. You 
are going into the next unknown. Your loved ones are watching 
you take the next step, reminiscing about the child you once 
were. Mount Royal faculty and employees will miss engaging 
with you on a daily basis in classes and on campus.

There is an easy solution for all of us missing you. First, please 
take a moment to clearly show your appreciation to family, 
friends, instructors and staff. They were there to push you on 
and encourage you. They instilled within you a sense of life-
long learning and intellectual curiosity. They took the extra time 
you needed. They created a place where you could belong. 

Second, stay in touch. There are many ways we can help alumni 
reach their full potential, whether you are in the workforce,  
looking for employment, continuing your studies or pursuing other 
personal goals. You can participate in alumni chapters, take in a 
Cougars game and receive regular communication about what 
is going on at Mount Royal. Come back to visit, use our facilities, 
mentor students and take courses.

When it comes to feeling nervous about the future, let me share 
something with you about playing the bagpipes. Even though I 
practice, I still make mistakes, hitting the wrong note or losing 
my breath. I discovered over time to recognize the moment, learn 
from it and carry on. It will be the same for you as you go forward. 

Remember you will always belong in the Mount Royal University 
community. 

David Docherty, PhD, President
Mount Royal University

   TRAVEL 
WELL MY



Founded in 1910, Mount Royal is one of Alberta’s 
oldest post-secondary institutions. Our roots 
go back to starting as a Methodist, and then a 
United Church of Canada, institution, growing 
into a vibrant college in the 1930s and evolving 
into a mid-sized university with a greater focus 
on four-year degrees in 2009.

granted charter 
from Alberta 
government 

partnered with 
the University 
of Alberta to 
deliver transfer 
courses 

began offering 
engineering 
courses

introduced 
first continuing 
education 
programs 

opened Kerby  
Memorial Building 
and Dr. G.D. 
Stanley gym

created business 
administration 
department 

1910 1911 1931 1944 1948 1949 1956
opened with 
179 students

WE’VE COME ALL THIS WAY,
LET’S APPRECIATE OUR history

Mount Royal’s first campus



opened campus in 
downtown Calgary

established  
The Mount Royal 
College Foundation

established 
independent 
newspaper, 
The Reflector

expanded campus, 
with residences 
used for 1988 
Winter Olympics 

expanded Kerby 
Memorial Building 
and opened  
new wing 

incorporated  
Students’ 
Association of 
Mount Royal 
College 

1960 1961 1968 1972 1989 1990 1991
relocated to Lincoln 
Park campus, our 
current location

Students going to class



completed 
Roderick Mah 
Centre for 
Continuous 
Learning

finished  
East B building  
(Bissett School 
of Business) and 
west residences 

opened Recreation 
facility and  
East A building 

set up third 
campus on the 
site of former Holy 
Cross Hospital 

introduced first 
baccalaureate 
degree in nursing

started first 
two applied 
baccalaureate 
degree programs

1995 1999 2002 2003 2006 2007 2008

Our history (con’t)

Campus East Gate, 2015

initiated bachelor’s 
degrees in 
arts — criminal 
justice, business 
administration, 
communication 
and science



became a 
university and 
introduced a 
bachelor’s degree 
in computer 
information 
systems

opened Science 
and Technology 
wing, and 
introduced 
bachelor’s degrees 
in education — 
elementary and 
midwifery 

launched 
bachelor’s 
degrees in health 
and physical 
education, and 
child studies 

unveiled the Taylor 
Centre for the 
Performing Arts 
and introduced 
Bachelor of Arts — 
Interior Design 

introduced the 
Bachelor of 
Communication — 
Broadcast Media 
Studies

completing 
construction of the 
Riddell Library and 
Learning Centre

joined Canadian 
Interuniversity 
Sport (CIS)

2009 2011 2012 2014 2015 2016 2017

Crowchild Classic, 2016



congratulations!
TO THE CLASS OF 2017



School of Communication Studies; Faculty of Continuing Education and Extension;
Faculty of Health, Community and Education (Bachelor of Education — Elementary only);
Faculty of Science and Technology
Friday June 2, 2017, 2 p.m.
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2017

To call &  
come together



Academic Procession

Platform Party and Faculty 
Please remain seated and silence your cell phones.

The arrival of the Platform Party will be signalled by  
the Conservatory String Quintet (Yan Li – violin, Angela 
Ryu – violin, Eric Auerback – viola, Haena Lee – cello and 
Edward Choi – piano), playing Century. The piece was 
composed by Conservatory faculty member John Abram for 
the University’s centennial in 2011.

Graduands  
Please rise when the pipers enter and remain standing until 
the conclusion of the national anthem. 

The graduands will be led in by pipers Bill Hawes and 
Jeanie Hawes Schultz, along with drummer Ryan Sullivan. 

Singing of the National Anthem
Stephanie Hradsky 

ORDER OF CEREMONY

Welcome
Bryan D. Pinney, Chair, Board of Governors 

Presentation of Lieutenant Governor of Alberta 
Social Studies Education Graduate Student Award
Her Honour, the Honourable Lois E. Mitchell, Lieutenant 
Governor of Alberta presents award to Layla Leard, 
Bachelor of  Education — Elementary.

Presentation of Honorary Degree Recipient
Jeff Goldberg, Interim Provost and Vice-President, Academic, 
presents honorary degree to Mark Tewksbury, assisted by 
Bryan D. Pinney, Chair of the Board of Governors and Phil 
Warsaba, Secretary of the General Faculties Council.

Honorary Degree Recipient Remarks
Mark Tewksbury, Bachelor of Communication —  
Public Relations

Provost’s Address
Jeff Goldberg, Interim Provost and Vice-President, 
Academic

Presentation of Graduands 
Please do not take photos at stage front. Professional 
photographs will be available after Convocation.

Valedictorian Address 
Maryam Yaqoob, Bachelor of Science —  
Cellular and Molecular Biology

Tassel Toss
Jeff Goldberg, Interim Provost and Vice-President, Academic 

Academic Recession 
Please rise and remain standing. Graduates will meet guests 
on the upper gym level.

Graduates exit, and the Platform Party and faculty are led 
out by the pipers and drummer.



Layla Leard
ALBERTA SOCIAL STUDIES 
EDUCATION GRADUATE STUDENT 
AWARD RECIPIENT
This is a new award that is presented annually in the  
Faculty of Education among universities across Alberta.  
The recipient has demonstrated superior academic 
achievement related to social studies curriculum and is a 
generous volunteer within the community. Her Honour, the 
Honourable Lois E. Mitchell, Lieutenant Governor of Alberta  
is pleased to present to the award to Leard, who graduates  
with a Bachelor of Education — Elementary.

Mark Tewksbury
HONORARY DEGREE
Calgarian Mark Tewksbury is celebrated by Canadians for his 
gold medal in the 100-metre backstroke at the 1992 Summer 
Olympics, for which he was named Canadian Athlete of the 
Year. His athletic accomplishments include three Olympic 
medals, 21 national titles and seven world records. He is 
a member of the Canadian Olympic, Canadian Sports and 
International Swimming halls of fame.

Since retiring from swimming, Tewksbury has been a vocal 
critic of corruption in the International Olympic Committee and 
an avid supporter of gay rights, particularly in athletics. He was 
co-president of the first World Outgames in 2006. Today, he is 
a principal of Great Traits, a professional development company. 
Tewksbury was nominated for a Canadian Screen Award for his 
work at the Rio 2016 Olympics.

He is currently serving as vice chair of Special Olympics 
Canada and is a director of the Canadian Olympic Committee. 
Tewksbury is the author of three books, a global leader in the 
LGBT community and has addressed the United Nations on 
human rights matters. At Mount Royal University, he helped 
launch Positive Space, a campaign designed to build awareness 
about sexual orientation and gender diversity.

  Maryam Yaqoob
VALEDICTORIAN 
Originally from Iraq, Maryam Yaqoob immigrated to Canada 
from a Syrian refugee camp in 2011. She began her academic 
journey at Mount Royal University in 2013. Yaqoob was a 
member of the President’s Honour Roll during all four years of 
her undergraduate degree, and she has become a member of 
the Golden Key International Honour Society — an invitation 
reserved for the top 15 per cent of Mount Royal students. 
On campus, Yaqoob volunteered with the START program 
and Student Learning Services, and spent time as a peer 
health educator. She leaves Mount Royal with a Bachelor 
of Science major in Cellular and Molecular Biology and a 
minor in Chemistry, and with a cumulative GPA of 3.86. 
Yaqoob contributed to the University’s scientific endeavours, 
completing a year-long independent project with Dr. John Chik. 
She has been accepted to the University of Calgary’s Cumming 
School of Medicine. 

Yaqoob is also this year’s recipient of the 2017 Centennial 
Gold Medal. The award is patterned after the Henry Birks and 
Sons Gold Medal, which was Mount Royal’s highest award for 
student academic achievement from 1935 to 1985. The medal 
commemorates a deep tradition of academic achievement and 
leadership at Mount Royal. 



SCHOOL OF 
COMMUNICATION 
STUDIES 

Dean
Elizabeth Evans, MBA, PhD

Associate Dean
Paul Varella, PhD

Department Chairs

Broadcasting and Journalism
Brad Clark, MA, DComm

Information Design
Ben Kunz, M.Des

Public Relations
Jane McNichol, MBA, D.Ed.

Bachelor of 
Communication

Information Design 
Barber, Bree Anita Julie
Birce, Kyleigh Nicole
Browning, Julia Hope
Butler, Stephanie Joan
Christensen, Natalie Rose
Daklala, Joelle Carol
Dang, Kitty Binh Khai
Doherty, Sean 
Dueck, Taylor Albert
Duke, Kathleen Anne
Eadie, Laura E.
Engel, Alexandra Michal
Hay, Alana 
Hoff, Willis Paul
Kaip, Josie 
Manalo, Francis Brian Roldan
Mashford, Mac Joseph
Miles, Megan 
Proctor, Devon Louise Anne
Ruecker, Taylor Marie
Smith, Ashleigh Rose
Snell, Madison Taylor
Staves, Samantha Claire
Wasilewski, Marissa Alexandra

Journalism 
Anderson, Skye Amanda
Brezinski, Breanne Sharee
Brown, Tanis Veronica
Dardano, Maria Caterina
Dowhaniuk, Curtis Ryan
Foley, Maxime Hugo
Getaneh, Mary Yohannes
Grant, Ashley Lloyd
Grossman, Emily Nina
Henry, Devon Maxwell
Holland, Natalie Jeanne
Holowaty, Kate Carmella
Huitema, Katherine Nicole
Klinkhammer, Tyler 
Luft, Brett Matthew
Lukey, Josie Rochelle
MacKay, Megan Ashley
Mir Iniesta, Ingrid 
Ridgway, Samantha Anne

Rodgers, Paul Russell Grant
Rop, Emily Jayne
Russell, Cheryl Lynne
Shinkaruk, Savaya Ann
Skey, Tayari Sapphire
Solway, Trevor Melvin
Stasiewich, Brendan Adam
Walsh, Melanie Anne
Zafar, Aysha 

Public Relations 
Blundell, Olivia Eda
Fream, Sydney Alexandra
Kostiw, Jason Mitchell
Mitchell, Samuel William
Sparvier, Philipp Andre
Sum, Shannon 
Szego, Cardelle Doranne

Certificate of Completion
Bachelor of 
Communication

Information Design 
Inclusive Post-Secondary 
Education
Demchuk, Christopher J.

Broadcasting Diploma
Cairns, Brandon Matthew
Gladue, Adeline Aggie
Mensah, Maami-yehan Joanna
O’Nyons, Harrison 
Simone, Anthony Robert



FACULTY OF 
CONTINUING 
EDUCATION  
AND EXTENSION

Dean
Charles Webber, PhD

Program Directors

Centre for Extension Credit
Michele Braun, PhD

Community and Health Studies
Christina White Prosser, MA

Program Administrators

Centre for Extension Credit
Funeral Service Programs, 
Massage Therapy Programs, 
Personal Fitness Trainer Program 
Donna Palmer, BA

Community and Health Studies 
Transitional Vocational Program, 
Inclusive Post-Secondary 
Education Program 
Craig Baskett, B.Ed., BA

Funeral Service  
Diploma
Bean, Alexa Lynne
Dechert, Naomi Lynn
Funk, Aura J.
James, Ramanda Noreen
Lance, Stephanie Dianne
Look, Kaley Marie
Paton, Ashley J.

Personal Fitness  
Trainer Diploma
Bell, Alexia Celine

Embalmer Certificate
Cumby, Amanda Anne
Greentree, Jennifer Lyn
Thacker, Jacob Michael

Funeral Director  
Certificate
Askin, Kimberly Marie
Greenway, Sandra Elizabeth
Henderson, Audrey Joan
Hicks, Christopher Andrew
Ho, Stephanie Michelle
Lawrence, Hannah Gabrielle
Le, Nancy Nhi
McLeod, Teresa Marie

Massage Therapy 
Certificate
Cheverier-Sioui, Acacia Lindsay  
   Elizabeth

FACULTY OF HEALTH, 
COMMUNITY  
AND EDUCATION  
(Bachelor of Education only)

Interim Dean
Pam Nordstrom, PhD

Interim Associate Dean
Stephen Price, PhD

Department Chair

Education
Jodi Nickel, PhD

Bachelor of Education 

Elementary
Akwl, Mangk Deng Deng
Barbieri, Vanessa Maria
Barnett, Joy Louise
Bauer, Leah Brittany
Bertram, Carley Anne
Chavez, Gloria Esmeralda
Christiansen, Kiera Justine
Cloutier, David Steven Guy
Comeau, Benjamin Mark
Cowan, Debra Teagan
Cyr, Abby Mattea
D’Cruz, Michelle 
Dietrich, Maggie Mae
Domoslai, Lana Mae
Dutton, Katelynn Marie
Faraj, Aisha Marie
Fox, Courtney Christina
Gale, Hailey Breanne
Green, Ashly Laura
Harbottle, Caitlin Amy
Hay, Jennifer Marie
Hendricks, Danielle Louise
Henry, Carissa Victoria
Hilgendorf, Sara Maria
Hurst, Makayla Maureen



FACULTY OF SCIENCE 
AND TECHNOLOGY 

Dean
Jonathan Withey, PhD

Assistant Dean
M. Qasim Syed, PhD

Department Chairs

Biology 
Ruth Pickett Seltner, PhD

Chemistry and Physics 
Susan Morante, M.Sc.

Earth and Environmental Sciences 
Brian Sevick, M.Sc.

Mathematics and Computing
Alan Fedoruk, PhD

Bachelor of Computer 
Information Systems
Antonello, Coady Robert
Apostolakos, John Peter
Barton, Ryan Bentley
Biederman, Bradley William
Bista, Priyash
Cheyne, Tyler John
Choi, Yuk-Sing 
Cruess, Andrew Wight
Day, Michaela Doreen
Genese, Jan Alfon Moises Ortega
Haynes, Amanda Marie
Kiddell, Louis Graham
Ly, John Hoang
Malig, Michael Carlson Lagura
Mendoza, Carille 
Millions, Benjamin George
Parhaut, Umida 
Pitrola, Sonia 
Robertson, William Leonard
Si, Andrew 
Sidhu, Rajinder S.

Ireland, Jenna Leigh
Ismail, Nouralhuda 
Jensen, Tanner Terri Lyn
Johnston, Jessica Sara
Karvonen, Cyrena 
Kerner, Brooklyn Paige
Kerslake, Kirsten Dawn
Kim, Jenna
Kinas, Carmen Elizabeth
Knodel, Allison Daele
Kowalewski, Katherine 
Krysko, Erin Marie
Lackie, Caileigh Nichole
Lahoud, Chanelle Mary
Lambrecht, Rachel Kirsten
Larocque, Courtney Rose
Leard, Layla Dawn
Learmont, Melissa Reanne
Lee, Sydney 
Li, Cathy Yen Yen
Lloyd, Michelle 
Lohmann, Sabrina 
MacNeill, Jacqueline Robyn
Madge, Sydney Susan Claris
Manneck, Shannon Alayne
McNamara, Kaitlin Alice
Moll, Eric Stephen William
Morris, Karlyn 
Muirhead, Cassidy Helen
Needham, Kara Anne
Nelson, Vina Christine
Neufeld, Steven Benjamin

Palmer, Sydney Jane
Parmelee, Cassandra Louise
Pasion, Cristina 
Penate-Estrada, Alfredo Alberto
Robbins, Logan Neil
Romeril, Angela 
Roth, Jaymi Celina Marie
Santos, Jennifer Fatima
Schlenker, Jared Benjamin Blaine
Schock, Cymara Mary Jean
Scholz, Lexci Tierra
Smith, Jessica Morgan
Smyth, Jessica Ruth
Springer, Chantelle Louise
Sran, Gagandeep Kaur
Stach, Jason Kurtis
Steetz, Nanni 
Stinson, Calla Susanne
Sutley, Lyndsey Dawn
Swacha, Paul Lucas
Symmonds, Savannah Elizabeth  
   Catherine
Tarry, Ciara Colleen
Trgina, Victoria Maria
Trotter, Karen Ann
Vriend, Angela Christy
White, Kimara Anne
Wroe, Ashleigh Catherine



Takahashi, Nobufumi 
Timmermans, Peter Joshua
Truong, Daniel The
Walker, Nolan Logan
Young, Trevor Mason
Yu, Baldwin 
Zaher, Zeyad 

Co-operative Education
Lobos, Hazel Guissellewz

Bachelor of Science

Cellular and Molecular Biology
Eshriew, Evans Kofi
Flood, Jennifer Margaret
Nurcombe, Zachary William
Rothwell, Stephanie Joanne
Tapsay, Casey Jean
Yaqoob, Maryam 

Environmental Science
Fossi, Luis Gustavo
Gamache, Michel John Patrick
Harvey, Amy Rachel
Keleigh, Alana 
Kenney, Richard Allen
Levesque, Kathryn Rose
Louden, Robert Wade
Matkin, Matthew Donald
Melnichuk, Artur 
Panesar, Sukhjit Singh
Sank, Rachel Ann
White, Brady Cameron

General Science
Albinati, Nathaniel Owen
Boily, Danica Marie
Cabrera Morales, Diana Sophia
Capp, Nicholas Alexander
Cheema, Hajvaria 
Cox, Victoria Jayne
Dhaliwal, Shivraj Singh
Dutt, Priyanka
Dyer, Scott Allan
Esmail, Hussein 
Fazikos, Jason 

Flintoft, Colleen Sylvia
Fox, Georgina Rosemary
Frizzell, Molly 
Hanly, Elizabeth Siobhan
Hewathantiri, Thisari Isurumanthika
Ibrahim, Faiza 
Jacewicz, Ekaterina Vladimirovna
Jacobsen, Ashlee Beverly
Jiwa, Farah 
Kandola, Parminder Singh
Kers, Lea Anna 
Khan, Akhtar Ali 
Khan, Muhammad Shabrez
Khanna, Akanksha 
Lawrence, Bradley Christopher
Lee, Jungeun Caren
Lelond, Brent Ross
Li, Jody Pui Shan
Lieske, Kathleen Wilma Lorraine
Linares, Andrea Michelle
Maichle, Carol Mery
Malabug, Ida Kathleen
Mansell, Daniel 
Marion, Neil 
Minhas, Nikita 
Minhas, Shammy Manpreet
Monteiro, Pearl Kavita
Nara, Gurpreet 
Nikou Sichani, Persia De Los Reyes
Obasi, Chukwuemeka Torti
Ouko, Jane Mogotu
Parmar, Abhijot Kaur
Pelletier, Anique Elyse
Plettl, Justin 
Randhawa, Navjeet Nav
Robins, Nicole Erin
Sharma, Ronica Sagar
Smirnov, Ruslan Olegovych
Tainsh, Christopher Harold
Theriault Martinez de Saavedra,  
  Thomas Antonio George
Trinh, Terence Wong
Van Dam, Austin 
Villamayor, Ardrin Reyes
Wolf, Derek Jurgen
Zein, Carla 
Zurawel, Carter Lee

Geology
Beach, Chelsea Amber
Beyak, Robert Christian
Chupik, Daniel Thomas
Craig, Robyn Lindsay
Deagle, Flurina 
Eagles, Austin Kyle
Hannah, Alan James
King, Jordan Tyler
Laudel, Christopher Michael
Lea, James Christopher
Maybury, Braden Ryan Paul
McKague, Colin Grinnell
Schellenberg, Emily Sarah
Sorochuk, Dane Rodney
Stange, Courtney Michelle
Strasser, Mitchell Charles
Tanner, Lauren Michelle
Urkosky, Christina Camille
Vanderveen, Lauren Alyssa
Wray, Megan Tawn
Zacharias, Cassandra Dawn

Health Science
Chan, Garrick 
Chiew, Alexandra Ee-Leng
Evans, Alexandria 
Gutierrez, Adania Raquel
Hoskin-King, Cody William Gordan
Jonkers, Stacey C.
Moore, Kimberly Anne
Nysten, Cassandra Elizabeth
Offoro, Anneny Justin
Ogidan, Ejadamen Elizabeth
Peltonen, Joel David Bazel
Qually, Whitney Frances
Rimke, Alexander Nicholas
Sharun, Kelli-Ann Elsie
Shokoples, Brandon Gene
Spencer, Katrina Marie
Tran, Judy Ngoc

Environmental  
Science Certificate
Burak, Volha 



CONVOCATION PARTICIPANTS

Officers of Convocation
Bryan D. Pinney, FCA, Chair, Board of Governors
Jeff Goldberg, PhD, Interim Provost and Vice-President, Academic
Phil Warsaba, MA, Secretary of the General Faculties Council 

Platform Party
Members of the Platform Party include, depending on 
   circumstances: 
Chair and Vice-Chair, Board of Governors
President
Provost and Vice-President, Academic
Secretary, General Faculties Council
Vice-Presidents, Mount Royal University
Associate Vice-Presidents, Mount Royal University Academic Affairs
President, Students’ Association of Mount Royal University
President, Mount Royal Faculty Association
President, Mount Royal Staff Association
Deans, Mount Royal University Faculties
Associate Deans, Mount Royal University Faculties
Assistant Deans, Mount Royal University Faculties
Directors, Mount Royal University Academic Centres and Institutes
Honorary Degree recipient
Board of Governors, Mount Royal University
Valedictorian
Faculty, Mount Royal University 
Members of Legislative Assembly, Government of Alberta
Representatives of universities, colleges and schools

Board of Governors 

Board of Directors, Mount Royal University Foundation

Bryan D. Pinney (Chair)
Jim Campbell (Vice-Chair)
Eleanor Chiu
David Clemis
Tracee Collins
David Docherty
Daryl Fridhandler

Shifrah Gadamsetti
Corinne Jamieson
Paul Kundan
Susan Mallon
Rusty Martel
Keri Smith
Whitney Smithers

Senior Officers 
David Docherty, PhD, President
Jeff Goldberg, PhD, Interim Provost and Vice-President, Academic  
Duane Anderson, CMA, Vice-President, Administrative Services
Steve Fitterer, B.Sc., Vice-President, Student Affairs and
   Campus Life

Paul Rossmann, MMS, Vice-President, University Advancement

Bob Nelson (Chair)
Ellen Chidley (Vice-Chair)
Andrew Bentley
Esmail Bharwani
Don Brownie
Scott Calver
Sippy Chhina

David Docherty
Lee Genier
Christine Lang
Kent Parlee
Daniel Russell
Rory Tyler
Roberta White

Volunteers
We would also like to thank the more than 450 volunteers who 
greet and usher guests, and help our students with gowning.



YOU ARE AT A GREAT

IN YOUR LIFE
turning point



Mount Royal College Convocation, 1954

traditions



REGALIA

The tradition of academic gowns, hoods and caps 
(called regalia) dates back to the Middle Ages.  
You will notice the Platform Party members wear 
unique regalia representing their university, level  
of academic achievement and area of knowledge. 
Academic dress is prescribed by Oxford and 
Cambridge. It is the Cambridge gown style that is 
worn by our graduates.

The hood goes back to the Middle Ages when 
begging friars placed goods into the hood. Mount 
Royal follows the Oxford hood style. The borders  
of the hood display a colour associated with the 
degree being conferred. 

The headwear is known as a mortar board and hails 
from Ancient Greece when a felt hat was worn on 
top of a skull cap. The current style comes from 
Oxford and Cambridge.

traditions
OUR  
SCHOLARLY



bene
NON QUANTUM

QUAM



QUAM

OUR COAT OF ARMS

Arms: The design was created in 1912 by Vincent 
Massey, likely with Alexander Scott Carter. The 
original colours were replaced by the University’s 
blue and white colours. Our name is reflected in 
the mace, which symbolizes royal authority, and 
the triangular shapes, which reflect mountains.   

Crest: The bighorn sheep is Alberta’s provincial 
animal and the book indicates the University is a 
place of learning. The dove alludes to our origins as 
a Methodist and United Church college.

Motto — Quam bene non quantum:  
In place since the University’s foundation, the 
motto means, “How well, not how much.”

Supporters: The cougars refer to the names of 
Mount Royal’s sports teams. The base of the Rockies 
and the maces refer to the University’s name.  

Original concept: Vincent Massey (arms) and 
Bruce Patterson, Deputy Chief Herald of Canada 
(crest, supporters and colours), assisted by the 
heralds of the Canadian Heraldic Authority.

Painter: Linda Nicholson  	

Calligrapher: Shirley Mangione
 

Our scholarly traditions (con’t)



Knowledge 
comes from 
learning. 
Wisdom comes 
from living.
— Anthony Douglas Williams



The Mount Royal University Alumni Association 
Well done graduating class of 2017 and welcome to the 
Mount Royal University Alumni Association (MRUAA). You are 
automatically a member of a growing community of more than 
90,000 alumni in 42 countries around the world. 

As a member, you receive special benefits and services, and 
can stay connected to the University and each other. While it 
is fun to look back on the past, being an alumni member is also 
about future possibilities and opportunities. Alumni programs 
help you continue to learn, be inspired and grow professionally.

Whatever path you choose, you will always be Mount Royal 
University alumni and belong in our community. We sincerely 
hope that, wherever you go, you will stay connected and 
engaged with us and your fellow alumni. 

Today we celebrate convocation. As alumni, please continue to 
let us know about and celebrate your lifelong successes. 

Phone: 403.440.7000  Toll-free: 1.866.411.6101
alumni@mtroyal.ca
mtroyal.ca/alumni

Twitter: @MRUAlumni
Join the Mount Royal University Alumni LinkedIn Group

The Mount Royal University Foundation 
Congratulations on your graduation from Mount Royal 
University! We wish you continued success in your personal 
and professional pursuits.

The Mount Royal University Foundation advances the 
University’s vision of providing an exceptional undergraduate 
educational experience by building long-term relationships and 
raising funds for the University’s priorities. These priorities 
include helping students with scholarships and bursaries, 
enabling Institutes and Centres to develop innovative programs 
and initiatives, expanding and enhancing learning spaces on 
campus and supporting Cougar Athletics teams. In all cases, you 
are making a difference in the lives of Mount Royal students. 

There are many ways to make a meaningful contribution to 
Mount Royal University, no matter what your capacity to give. 
Please contact the Foundation at 403.440.7700 or visit our 
website at mtroyal.ca/giving.

belongYOU WILL  
ALWAYS

here





We  
made it!



Invite your classmates, instructors, staff,  
friends and family to autograph here.

moments...MEMORABLE





Mount Royal University
4825 Mount Royal Gate SW
Calgary, AB  T3E 6K6

mtroyal.ca

Mount Royal University is located on the traditional 
lands of the Blackfoot People, the Niitsitapi.
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