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Format


7 courses (300 hours),

plus 2 practicums (180 hours)





Delivery


Online, Practicums | Learn more





Duration


10 months, up to six years





Cost


Course and program fees






Education assistants, or teaching assistants, offer support to both students and teachers in educational environments. A strong focus is on helping students to learn and find success on both an educational and social level.


Prepare for a rewarding career as an education assistant with our Education Assistant Extension Certificate. Learn how to make a meaningful difference in children’s lives by supporting their learning in diverse and inclusive classrooms. Gain real-world experience with supervised K-12 practicum placements.


Educational assistants are in high demand. Our graduates are qualified to work in a variety of sectors in this growing field, including public schools, private schools, charter schools and other learning institutions.


To learn more about how to apply, review our Forms and policies page.


 



Highlights and benefits


Flexible schedule | Complete courses on a full-time or part-time basis online. We offer a fall and winter application period, so you can start the program when it's convenient for you.


Program support | Benefit from access to expert instructors, a dedicated program team, a collaborative community of practice and MRU Library supports and resources.


Relevant curriculum | Engage with dynamic curriculum, focused on building your confidence and skills to support children and youth in today's schools.


Real-life experience | Connect with teachers, students, and potential employers through your practicum experiences in K-12 classrooms.


Earn a credential | Earn a recognized credential (extension certificate) to enhance your career prospects.










Program requirements




Expand or collapse Program requirements   








	You must apply for admission to this program.
	A Police Information Check with Vulnerable Sector Search is required by schools for practicums. Please see the Additional requirements section or contact edassistant@mtroyal.ca for more information.
	Each province has its own licensing regulations governing work in education. Research the necessary certification in your province of residence. Employment as an education assistant in Alberta is not subject to provincial regulation.
















Prior Learning Assessment and Recognition
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Prior Learning Assessment and Recognition (PLAR) [PDF] is a method of recognizing and accrediting the demonstrated knowledge that has resulted from prior work, academic and life experiences.















Plan your studies
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Now that you've been accepted, what's next?


1. Plan your schedule


Select your courses by using the Program Planning Guide (PDF). A Fastest Completion Path is laid out in this document for full-time students.


Full-time


To complete the program in the shortest amount of time, follow the Fastest Completion Path in the Program Planning Guide (PDF).


	Fall start - Complete within ten months.
	Winter start - Complete within sixteen months.



Part-time


Want to slow things down? Register for as many or as few courses as fits your schedule. You have up to 6 years to complete the program.


2. Get registered


Now that you have selected your courses, the next step is to register. Select the courses listed on the right side of this webpage and follow the registration process.


3. Pay for your courses


Courses are paid for individually and payment for courses is due at the time of registration. Admitted students will be emailed information on registration deadlines for each semester. For a course-by-course fee breakdown, see the Program Planning Guide (PDF).


Financial Aid


Unfortunately, this program is currently not eligible for provincial or federal government student loans or scholarships. If you have questions, email edassistant@mtroyal.ca for more information.


4. Get your textbooks


For course materials visit the Cougars Campus Store and search by Term and Department (XEDU).















Entrance requirements
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Submit the following documentation with completed application:


Transcripts


Official transcripts from all high school and post-secondary institution(s) you have attended are required for Mount Royal to make an admission assessment. You are required to request the transcripts yourself. Final / official transcripts are transcripts which are sent directly to Mount Royal University from the issuing institution and remain in the original sealed envelope. All transcripts become the property of Mount Royal University and will not be returned nor photocopied for the student.


A high school diploma or equivalent is required for entrance to the program. Applicants 21 years of age or older who do not have a high school diploma are considered on an individual basis.


How to order your Alberta high school transcript.



	Official transcripts must demonstrate the following percentages in the courses or equivalents below:
	English 30-1	60%	or English 30-2 (or equivalent)	70%





 


Two professional references


Provide two professional reference letters demonstrating volunteer and/or paid hours with children and/or youth within the past 5 years (e.g., coaching, Guides, Scouts, early learning and childcare centres, school lunchroom program, classroom experience). References from relatives or friends are not acceptable.


 


English Language Proficiency Requirement


All applicants must demonstrate English Language Proficiency for the purpose of admission if their primary or first language (meaning main language learned and used as a child) is not English. Please see MRU English Language Proficiency Requirement.















Additional requirements
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Mount Royal University will place students in various K-12 classrooms throughout the Calgary area.


Police information and other background checks


This program includes periods of placement or observation experience with community institutions or agencies as part of the course requirements. Many of these institutions or agencies, either for statutory reasons (e.g. Protection for Persons in Care Act) or for policy reasons, require police information or other background checks from employees as well. It is the responsibility of the student to obtain, at the student's expense, the necessary checks. The checks will be provided by the student directly to the institution or agency.


Completion of course requirements and eventual employment in the field of education are dependent upon the clear results of the Police Information Check with Vulnerable Sector Search. Students may be required to complete more than one clearance letter during their program of studies. If a student is denied a placement as a result of the Police Information Check requirement, they are then not able to meet course requirements and will be required to withdraw from the program. Issues of non-compliance will warrant the student being required to withdraw from the program. This would apply to serious issues such as situations of abuse of professional power or potential breaches of the Criminal Code. Students are responsible for familiarizing themselves with the policies and procedures of Mount Royal University as outlined in the Code of Student Conduct and the Education Assistant Practicum Handbook. Students must be available for the entire practica course dates to accommodate varied placement schedules within school districts/divisions/boards.


Police Information Checks are normally obtained from the police department having jurisdiction where the student normally resides. For those who normally reside in the City of Calgary, the appropriate agency is the Calgary Police Service (https://policeinformationcheck.calgarypolice.ca/). Outside Calgary, students should contact their local police agency.










 



Program questions?


403.440.6867 or 1.888.392.3655

edassistant@mtroyal.ca
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Funding opportunities


This program qualifies for the Canada-Alberta Job Grant and other funding opportunities. Learn more.





  
    



Connect with us


Have a question about our programs or need help with course registration? Call or email us:


403.440.6875 or 1.866.775.2673

conted@mtroyal.ca


                  


 





Stay in touch


Sign up for our e-newsletter and stay informed on what's new at Continuing Education at Mount Royal University.
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Faculty of Continuing Education


Mount Royal University

4825 Mount Royal Gate SW

Calgary, Alberta, Canada

T3E 6K6



      

    

    
      
        

Professional and Continuing Studies


403.440.6875 or 1.866.775.2673

conted@mtroyal.ca


 


Occupational Programs


403.440.5554 or 1.866.616.3606

Massage Therapy: massage@mtroyal.ca

Personal Fitness Trainer: pft@mtroyal.ca

Funeral Service email: fde@mtroyal.ca


 


Academic Upgrading


403.440.6282

open@mtroyal.ca



      

    

    
      
        

Mount Royal Conservatory


403.440.6821

conservatory@mtroyal.ca


 


Transitional Vocational Program


403.440.6872

tvp@mtroyal.ca



      

    

  

  
    
      
        

Mount Royal University is located in the traditional territories of the Niitsitapi (Blackfoot) and the people of the Treaty 7 region in Southern Alberta, which includes the Siksika, the Piikani, the Kainai, the Tsuut’ina, and the Iyarhe Nakoda. The City of Calgary is also home to the Métis Nation.
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We use cookies to help give you the best experience on our website. By continuing without changing your cookie settings, we assume you agree to this. Please read our cookie policy and privacy policy to find out more.














  


























  
    
      
      
      
    
    
  


















  
  
  
  






































































  
    
      
      
      
    
    
  


















  
  
  
  

















































      
        
          
          
            
              
              
                Session Time-Out

              
            

           
          
            
          
            
    For security reasons and the protection of your personal information, your session will time out due to a period of inactivity in  minute(s) and  second(s). Click Extend My Session to continue.
    For security reasons and the protection of your personal information, your session timed out after a period of inactivity. You will be redirected to the home page.
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FREEDOM OF INFORMATION AND PROTECTION OF PRIVACY ACT 


The personal information you provide to Mount Royal University is collected under the authority of the Post-Secondary Learning Act and the Freedom of Information and Protection of Privacy Act in the Province of Alberta [(sections 33(a) and (c)]. This information will be used for academic administration, the administration of Mount Royal support services, scholarship and financial aid awards, marketing and recruitment activities and in compliance with data sharing agreements. Financial information is used solely for the purpose of processing payments. Non-financial information may also be shared with other parents or students, and with associations affiliated with the University, for the purposes of the educational program, marketing and for the public performances of you or your child. Your personal information is protected and can be reviewed upon request. Further information is available at mtroyal.ca/FOIP. Questions can also be directed to the MRU FOIP Office at 4825 Mount Royal Gate SW, Calgary, AB, T3E 6K6, by phone at 403-440-7288, or through email at foip@mtroyal.ca.
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Cookie policy
This statement explains how we use cookies on our website. For information about what types of personal information will be gathered when you visit the website, and how this information will be used, please see our privacy policy.
How we use cookies
All of our web pages use "cookies". A cookie is a small file of letters and numbers that we place on your computer or mobile device if you agree. These cookies allow us to distinguish you from other users of our website, which helps us to provide you with a good experience when you browse our website and enables us to improve our website.
Types of cookies we use
We use the following types of cookies:
	Strictly necessary cookies- these are essential in to enable you to move around the websites and use their features. Without these cookies the services you have asked for, such as signing in to your account, cannot be provided.
	Performance cookies- these cookies collect information about how visitors use a website, for instance which pages visitors go to most often. We use this information to improve our websites and to aid us in investigating problems raised by visitors. These cookies do not collect information that identifies a visitor.
	Functionality cookies- these cookies allow the website to remember choices you make and provide more personal features. For instance, a functional cookie can be used to remember the items that you have placed in your shopping cart. The information these cookies collect may be anonymized and they cannot track your browsing activity on other websites.

Most web browsers allow some control of most cookies through the browser settings. To find out more about cookies, including how to see what cookies have been set and how to manage and delete them please visit http://www.allaboutcookies.org/.
Specific cookies we use
The list below identify the cookies we use and explain the purposes for which they are used. We may update the information contained in this section from time to time.
	JSESSIONID: This cookie is used by the application server to identify a unique user's session.
	registrarToken: This cookie is used to remember items that you have added to your shopping cart
	locale: This cookie is used to remember your locale and language settings.
	cookieconsent_status: This cookie is used to remember if you've already dismissed the cookie consent notice.
	_ga_UA-########: These cookies are used to collect information about how visitors use our site. We use the information to compile reports and to help us improve the website. The cookies collect information in an anonymous form, including the number of visitors to the website, where visitors have come to the site from and the pages they visited. This anonymized visitor and browsing information is stored in Google Analytics.

Changes to our Cookie Statement
Any changes we may make to our Cookie Policy in the future will be posted on this page.
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