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Sustainable development is “development 
that meets the needs of the present 
without compromising the ability of future 
generations to meet their own needs”

(World Commission on Environment and 
Development, 1987, p. 41).

The 17 Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs) are: 
•	 A call to action 
•	 A global, shared vision for the future
•	 Endorsed by the United Nations (UN) and its 193 member 

states
•	 Interconnected and complex 
(Division for Sustainable Development Goals [DSDG], n.d.-b)
•	 Part of the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development
•	 Usable by every sector as well as individuals (Division for 

Sustainable Development Goals [DSDG], n.d.-b).

How might we utilize partnerships and the Sustainable 
Development Goals to create transformative change in 
post-secondary institutions?
Emma Berger • Catamount Fellowship • April, 2022
Created with guidance from Connie Van der Byl (community partner) and Adam Cave (faculty mentor)

Themes: people, planet, prosperity, 
peace and partnerships, and “Leave 
no one behind” (General Assembly, 
2015) ... Yet Indigenous Peoples are 
already being left behind (Littlechild 
as cited in Doherty, 2021).

The SDGs should be localized to 
prioritize a community’s needs for that 
particular context (Nilsson et al., 2018). 

Canada's progress on the SDGs

Figure 1

•	 Data is needed to evaluate success of solution efforts for the SDGs
•	 More data is needed to identify consistent synergies and conflicts with 

SDG targets (Magendane & Kapazoglou, n.d.)
•	 As of 2021, Canada has a strategy (Statistics Canada, 2021) and funding 

program (Employment and Social Development Canada [ESDC], 2021) 
in place for achieving the goals.

•	 STARS Aligned (Kistner et al., 2020) and the SDG Accord (Alliance for 
Sustainability Leadership in Education, 2021) are two means of progress-
tracking in post-secondaries

Data

•	 Research -> policy, data-
oriented solutions, and progress 
reports (ESDC, 2021d).

•	 Shape future leaders
•	 Challenge usual ways of thinking
(El-Jardali et al., 2018). 

University Role
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•	 Map SDGs to current university efforts 		
(SDSN, 2020; Long, 2021)

•	 Strategize university-wide (SDSN, 2020)
•	 Sign commitments 					   

(e.g. SDG Accord; Universities Canada, 2021)
•	 Participate in self-report surveys 			 

(e.g. VNRs, STARS Aligned; International Institute for 
Sustainable Development, 2021; Kistner et al., 2020)

•	 Create diverse, scalable, and long-term initiatives 
(Bahadur & Puch, 2021)

•	 Assign an organizational space for sustainable 
development work (SDSN, 2020)

•	 Action-based learning and solution-oriented 
practices (SDSN, 2020)

•	 Join international and multi-stakeholder 
partnerships (SDSN, 2020)
•	 Shared vision & trust (British Council & ACU, 2021)
•	 Complementary resources 		

(Partnership Accelerator, 2020)

Post-Secondary Recommendations

Barriers to Implementing the SDGs in Post-Secondary 
Institutions

Contact the MRU SDG Student Hub to learn how you can get involved with the SDGs! 
linktr.ee/mru.sdghub

http://linktr.ee/mru.sdghub
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SDG Initiatives and Examples in Post-Secondary Settings
Types of Initiatives Initiative Examples (with Program Info Linked)
Embedded in curricula		

Sustainable Development degree 
programs

University Strategy

Sustainability Office/Departments

Co-curricular Programs

Student Clubs/Partnerships

Massive Open Online Courses 
(MOOCs)

Fellowship/Leadership Programs

				  
Reporting/Reviews

Internship/Co-ops

Work Experience			 
	

Int’l: Exchange programs,		
field trips

Living Labs (Action/Community-
based learning)

Entrepreneurship/Hackathons

Sustainability Training (Faculty)

International Partnerships

Fleming College of Applied Arts and Technology: Sustainability Outcomes

Masters of Arts in Sustainability						   
	

Thompson Rivers University: Campus Strategic University Plan 

Columbia University’s Earth Institute (policy, engineering, climate)

SDG Summit (education on the SDGs)

SDSN Youth: SDG Students Program - SDG Hubs

ReImagine17

SDG Academy									       
	

Kwantlen Polytechnic University: United Nations Sustainable Development 
Goals Open Pedagogy Fellowship

SDSN Youth: Local Pathways Fellowship

University of Calgary’s Sustainability Leadership Innovation Program

Stars Aligned

Thompson Rivers University - Platinum STARS Rating (p. 2). 

THE Impact Rankings

SDG Accord

 ImpAct Internships program

Canadian Colleges Supporting Six Caribbean Countries Combat Climate 
Change: Skills to Access the Green Economy Program (SAGE)

Global Skills Opportunity						    
	

University of Alberta’s Campus as a Living Lab					   
	

University of Victoria: Salish Sea Hub

SDSN Youth: Youth Solutions Program

University of Waterloo’s SDG Impact Challenge

AASHE’s Centers for Sustainability Across the Curriculum

University Global Coalition

CiCan

Universities Canada

SDSN

https://flemingcollege.ca/sustainability/sustainability-in-our-courses
https://www.trentu.ca/sustainabilityma/
https://www.tru.ca/__shared/assets/campus-strategic-sustainability-plan-2020-202547354.pdf
https://www.earth.columbia.edu/
https://ucalgary.ca/sustainability/sustainable-development-goals-summit
https://www.sdgstudent.org/new-page-75
https://www.reimagine17.com/
https://sdgacademy.org/
https://www.kpu.ca/open/un-sdg-fellowship#:~:text=UN%20SDG%20Open%20Pedagogy%20Fellowship,change%20in%20their%20own%20communities.
https://www.kpu.ca/open/un-sdg-fellowship#:~:text=UN%20SDG%20Open%20Pedagogy%20Fellowship,change%20in%20their%20own%20communities.
http://localpathways.org/
https://www.ucalgary.ca/sustainability/get-involved/get-involved/student-opportunities/slip
https://www.aashe.org/wp-content/uploads/2021/05/STARS-SDGs6.pdf
https://www.tru.ca/__shared/assets/campus-strategic-sustainability-plan-2020-202547354.pdf
https://www.timeshighereducation.com/impactrankings#!/page/0/length/25/sort_by/rank/sort_order/asc/cols/undefined
https://www.sdgaccord.org/ 
https://www.stepwest.com/programs/internship-canada/impact/
https://www.collegesinstitutes.ca/what-we-do/international/education-for-employment/skills-to-access-the-green-economy-sage/
https://www.collegesinstitutes.ca/what-we-do/international/education-for-employment/skills-to-access-the-green-economy-sage/
https://www.globalskillsopportunity.ca/ 
https://www.ualberta.ca/sustainability/experiential/campus-living-lab/index.html
https://www.unescochair-cbrsr.org/canada-k4c-hub/
http://www.youthsolutions.report/
https://www.impactalliance.ca/sdgimpactchallenge
https://www.aashe.org/partners/centers-for-sustainability-across-the-curriculum/
https://universityglobalcoalition.org/
https://www.collegesinstitutes.ca/policyfocus/sdg/
https://www.univcan.ca/sustainable-development-goals/#:~:text=Placed%2014th%20in%20the%20world,advance%20the%20SDGs%20in%202021.
https://www.unsdsn.org/
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